Why do we care
about

salamanders?



“Why do I care about
salamanders? I never see
them...”



60% of salamander species are found in the United States
(compared to 3% of frogs).
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Comparative Densities (NH):
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Birds in breeding season -
0.10/m?
Small mammals - ~0.29/m?
More P than birds and small
mammals combined.
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TTX:

Safer, reversible I;ABTI;ISQA{k
: ain bloc
Limb regeneration anesthetic without oioid .
Magainin: ) p Cartilage
Ulcer repair antibiotic, antifungal 1S5UES repair glue

: TTX: Magianin: Bombasin:
Dermorphin: : . :
Muscle pain, antiseptic,  Cancer growth suppressant Weight Loss
Reduced blood :
drug withdrawl

pressure
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LARGEBLOTCHED SALAMANDER
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50% of salamanders are endangered or threatened

over-
exploited

enigmatic
-decline

Compared to 30% of frogs



GLOBAL SPREAD OF CHYTRID FUNGUS, 2007 *~

from Central American Cloud
Forests
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Questions?
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